Patterson Companies and Sirona Dental Systems Announce Extension of Exclusive Distribution Agreement 
For Schick CDR® Digital Dental X-Ray Products 
St. Paul, MN; Long Island City, NY—March 14, 2007—Patterson Companies, Inc. (Nasdaq: PDCO) and Sirona Dental Systems, Inc. (Nasdaq: SIRO) today announced the extension of Patterson’s exclusive distribution agreement for Schick CDR® digital dental X-ray products in the U.S. and Canada through December 31, 2009. Schick is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Sirona.
Patterson Dental, Patterson’s dental unit, has been the exclusive distributor of Schick digital products throughout North America since 2000. 

Scott P. Anderson, president of Patterson Dental, commented: "We are extremely pleased with the extension of our agreement with Schick, one of our key partners and the acknowledged leader in digital radiography. The digital X-ray market is one of the fastest growing in dentistry today, and we believe that the combined strengths of Patterson and Sirona will enable us to continue providing the best digital X-ray solutions to dentists throughout North America.”
Michael Stone, president of Schick Technologies, Inc., said: “The continued partnership of Schick and Patterson offers North American dentists “best in class” technology and service.  We are delighted to extend this strategic partnership and look forward to three more years of exciting growth as the market continues to adopt our digital products."


About Patterson
Patterson Companies, Inc. is a value-added distributor serving the dental, companion-pet veterinarian and rehabilitation supply markets.  

Dental Market 
As Patterson’s largest business, Patterson Dental provides a virtually complete range of consumable dental products, equipment and software, turnkey digital solutions and value-added services to dentists and dental laboratories throughout North America. 

Veterinary Market
Webster Veterinary is the nation’s second largest distributor of consumable veterinary supplies, equipment and software, diagnostic products, vaccines and pharmaceuticals to companion-pet veterinary clinics. 

Rehabilitation Market
Patterson Medical is the world’s leading distributor of rehabilitation supplies and non-wheelchair assistive patient products to the physical and occupational therapy markets. The unit’s global customer base includes hospitals, long-term care facilities, clinics and dealers. 

Visit www.pattersoncompanies.com for more information about Patterson.

About Sirona Dental Systems
Recognized as one of the world's leading manufacturers of high quality dental equipment and technologies, Sirona has served equipment dealers and dentists worldwide for more than 125 years. Sirona develops, manufactures and markets a complete line of dental products, including CAD/CAM restoration equipment (CEREC), digital and film-based intra-oral, panoramic and cephalometric X-ray imaging systems, dental treatment centers and handpieces. Visit www.sirona.com for more information about Sirona and its products. 

This release contains forward-looking statements as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements are information of a nonhistorical nature and are subject to risks and uncertainties that are beyond the Company's ability to control. The matters discussed in this news release are subject to various factors which could cause actual events and results to differ materially from such statements. Such factors include uncertainties as to the future sales volume of the Company's products, the possibility of changing economic, market and competitive conditions, dependence on products, dependence on key personnel, technological developments, intense competition, market uncertainties, dependence on distributors, ability to manage growth, dependence on key suppliers, and other risks and uncertainties including those detailed in the Company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The Company undertakes no obligation and does not intend to update these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances occurring after this release. You are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date of this release.
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